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SecDef  Discusses  Potential 
Of  New  Soviet  FOBS  Weapon 

The  United  States  has  obtained  certain  intelligence  in- 
formation which  indicates  the  Soviet  Union  may  be  de- 
veloping a “Fractional  Orbital  Bombardment  System” 
(FOBS),  differing  from  the  traditional  Intercontinental 
Ballistic  Missile. 

Disclosing  the  information  Nov.  3,  Secretary  of  Defense 
Robert  S.  McNamara  said  the  data  was  collected  from  a 
series  of  space  system  flight  tests  being  conducted  by  the 
Soviet  Union. 

The  secretary  said  that  if  development  of  FOBS  is  true, 
the  Soviets  could  achieve  an  initial  operational  capability 
during  1968.  He  explained  that  the  United  States  warn- 
ing system  is  such  that  it  could  detect  such  a system  be- 
fore it  reached  its  target. 

In  describing  the  FOBS  weapon,  Secretary  McNamara 
said  it  would  not  be  accurate  enough  for  a satisfactory 
attack  upon  the  U.S.  Minuteman  missiles,  protected  in 
their  silos. 

“Perhaps  the  Soviets  might  feel  it  could  provide  a sur- 
prise nuclear  strike  against  U.S.  soft  land  targets  such 
as  bomber  bases,”  the  secretary  said. 

He  noted,  “Because  of  the  low  altitude  of  their  orbits, 
some  trajectories  of  a FOBS  would  avoid  detection  by 
some  early  warning  radars,  including  our  BMEWS  (Bal- 
listic Missile  Early  Warning  System).” 

Secretary  McNamara  pointed  out  that  the  U.S.  has  an 
over-the-horizon  warning  system  that  has  been  under- 
going tests  for  several  years  and  will  be  fully-operational 
early  next  year. 

Introduction  of  over-the-horizon  radar  recaptures  any 
warning  time  lost  as  a result  of  the  FOBS. 

Explains  ICBM-FOBS  Differences 

The  ICBM  normally  does  not  go  into  orbit  but  follows 
a ballistic  trajectory  from  launch  point  to  target  and  dur- 
ing this  timq  reaches  an  altitude  of  about  800  miles. 
FOBS,  he  said,  is  fired  into  a low  orbit  of  about  100  miles. 
At  a given  point — generally  before  the  first  orbit  is  com- 
plete— a rocket  engine  is  fired  which  slows  down  the  pay- 
load  and  causes  it  to  drop  out  of  orbit.  The  payload 
then  follows  a re-entry  path  similar  to  that  of  a ballistic 
missile. 

The  secretary  said  that  although  this  country  has  for 
some  time  been  aware  of  tests  of  a possible  FOBS 
weapon,  it  is  impossible  at  this  time  to  be  certain  just 
what  the  tests  represent.  The  tests  may  be  for  space 

(Continued,  P.  2) 


COST  REDUCTION  AWARD — Brig.  Gen.  Richard  L.  Ault, 
Commander,  Kanto  Base  Command,  Japan,  accepts  the 
1967  USAF  Cost  Reduction  Program  Management  Award 
from  Under  Secretary  of  the  Air  Force  Leonard  Marks 
Jr.,  in  ceremonies  at  the  Air  Force  Academy  near  Colorado 
Springs,  Colo. 

Gen.  Starbird  Named  Manager 
Of  New  Sentinel  ABM  System 

The  Communist  Chinese-oriented  antiballistic  system  re- 
cently approved  for  deployment  at  American  sites  has  been 
named  the  Sentinel  System,  Secretary  of  Defense  Robert  S. 
McNamara  announced  Nov.  3. 

Lt.  Gen.  Alfred  D.  Starbird  was  named  manager  for  the 
system.  He  is  now  director  of  the  Defense  Communica- 
tions Agency  in  Washington  and  will  take  over  his  new 
Sentinel  post  Nov.  15. 

The  deployed  system  will  provide  the  United  States  a 
defense  against  the  Communist  Chinese  ICBM  force  of 
the  mid-1970s. 

Gen.  Starbird’s  organization  will  have  three  main  ele- 
ments. First  will  be  the  Sentinel  Systems  office  in  Wash- 
ington, an  element  of  the  Office,  Chief  of  Staff,  U.S.  Army. 
The  second  will  be  the  Sentinel  Systems  Command  at 
Huntesville,  Ala.,  which  will  develop,  procure,  and  install 
the  system.  The  third  element,  the  Sentinel  Systems 
Evaluation  Agency  with  headquarters  at  White  Sands 
Missile  Range  in  New  Mexico,  will  provide  for  independent 
evaluation,  review  and  testing. 

The  existing  NIKE-X  organization  will  continue  sepa- 
rately from  the  Sentinel  Systems. 
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Washington 

Memos 

CHANGE  IN  DOD  directive  increases 
from  six  to  12  months  length  of  time 
military  personnel  can  be  deferred 
from  assignment  to  Vietnam  if  mem- 
ber of  same  family  is  killed  or  dies 
while  on  duty  in  that  country.  Thus, 
if  there  is  a death  in  Vietnam,  other 
members  of  same  family  will,  upon 
request,  either  be  deferred  from  as- 
signment to  Vietnam  for  a year,  or 
if  they  are  already  serving  in  that 
country,  be  reassigned  to  another 
theater  for  same  minimum  period. 

SECRETARY  OF  NAVY  has  award- 
ed Distinguished  Service  Medal  to 
VAdm.  Charles  B.  Martell  for  “ex- 
ceptionally meritorious  service”  while 
Director,  Antisubmarine  Warfare 
Programs,  Office,  Chief  of  Naval  Op- 
erations, from  May  1964  to  Novem- 
ber 1967. 

NATIONAL  RIFLE  MATCHES  at 
Camp  Perry,  Ohio,  will  not  be  con- 
ducted by  the  Army  in  1968.  A De- 
fense Department  statement  said  the 
decision  is  part  of  a Department  of 
Defense  effort  to  reduce  costs  and 
limit  spending  only  to  the  most  essen- 
tial programs. 

CREWS  ARE  TRAINING  in  Vietnam 
for  HH-53B  Super  Jolly  Green  Giant 
helicopter.  New  copters  are  armed 
with  7.62mm.  miniguns  and  crews  are 
expected  to  be  flying  missions  within 
next  few  weeks. 

INTERNATIONAL  RECOGNITION 
has  been  received  by  Army  civilian 
Seymour  J.  Pomrenze  from  Adminis- 
trative Management  Society  for  de- 
veloping training  program  that 
instructed  more  than  3.5  million 
employees  in  records  management. 
Society  presented  Adjutant  General 
Office’s  management  analyst  with  cer- 
tificate of  honor  and  special  recog- 
nition plaque. 


NAVY  AND  MARINE  Corps  are 
looking  for  “fresh  approaches,  ideas 
and  techniques”  in  solving  scientific 
and  engineering  problems  by  distri- 
buting an  85-page  pamphlet  to  in- 
dustrial organizations  and  educational 
institutes.  Pamphlet,  issued  by  Navy 
Material  Command,  lists  284  prob- 
lems. 

TWENTY-FIVE-MEMBER  Air  Force 
Communications  Service  Air  Reserve 
Policy  Council  will  hold  a three-day 
conference  at  Air  Force  Communica- 
tions Service  Headquarters,  Scott 
AFB,  111.,  Nov.  27-29.  One  of  eight 
such  councils  in  Air  Force,  group 
meets  twice  a year  to  discuss  matters 
concerning  nearly  9,000  Air  Reserve 
Force  personnel  assigned  to  AFCS. 
Council  serves  to  recommend  changes 
in  Air  Force  policy  pertaining  to  air 
reserve  forces  and  AFCS  reserves 
forces  in  particular.  Recommenda- 
tions are  reviewed  by  Air  Reserve 
Forces  Committee  and  sent  to  Secre- 
tary of  Air  Force  for  implementation. 

PRESIDENT  JOHNSON  AWARDED 
Presidential  Unit  Citation  to  7th  Air- 
borne Battalion,  Airborne  Division, 
Army  of  the  Republic  of  Vietnam  for 
its  action  in  Quang  Ngia  Province 
during  February  1967. 

FLIGHT  DECK  OF  nuclear-powered 
attack  carrier  USS  Enterprise  is 
being  used  as  laboratory  by  test 
pilots  and  engineers  from  Patuxent 
River  Naval  Air  Test  Center,  Md.,  to 
determine  catapult  minimum  end  air 
speed  for  new  A-4F  aircraft. 

AIR  FORCE  HAS  honored  AF  Logis- 
tics Command  for  excellence  of  its 
civil  engineering  program.  Award 
was  for  outstanding  achievement  in 
management  of  major  command  civil 
engineering  for  FY67. 

FACULTY  MEMBERS  ARE  being 
exchanged  between  the  U.S.  Army 
Missile  and  Munitions  Center  and 
School  at  Redstone  Arsenal,  Ala.,  and 
the  British  Army’s  Royal  Electrical 
and  Mechanical  Engineering  School  at 
Arborfield,  England.  Exchange  is  ex- 
pected to  speed  up  technical  advances 
and  better  teaching  methods. 


FOBS  (Cont.  from  P.  1) 

vehicles.  But  he  said  information 
leads  him  to  believe  that  the  Russians 
are  pursuing  research  and  develop- 
ment of  FOBS. 

Mr.  McNamara  said  that  some  years 
ago  the  Defense  Department  examined 
the  desirability  of  the  FOBS  and  both 
civilian  and  military  leaders  agreed 
that  there  was  no  need  to  develop 
such  a system.  He  said  development 
could  be  initiated  at  any  time  for 
rapid  deployment  but  it  would  not  im- 
prove our  strategic  offensive  posture. 

The  overriding  disadvantage  ex- 
perts agreed  on,  said  the  secretary, 
found  severe  penalties  in  two  critical 
areas — accuracy  and  payload.  He  ex- 
plained the  accuracy  of  the  Soviet 
ICBM  modified  to  a FOBS  weapon 
would  be  significantly  less  and  the 
payload  would  be  a fraction  of  the 
ICBM. 

Finally,  said  the  Defense  Secretary, 
this  country’s  deterrent  rests  on  our 
ability  to  absorb  any  surprise  nuclear 
attack  and  to  retaliate  with  sufficient 
strength  to  destroy  the  attacking  na- 
tion as  a viable  society.  With  three- 
minute  warning  or  no  warning  at  all, 
we  could  still  absorb  a surprise  at- 
tack and  strike  back  with  sufficient 
power  to  destroy  the  attacker.  We 
have  that  capability  today  and  we 
will  continue  to  have  it  in  the  future, 
the  secretary  explained. 


MARINE  MAJ.  Vincent  J.  Guinee, 
currently  serving  as  Executive  Officer, 
HMM-261,  MCAF,  New  River,  N.C., 
has  been  named  1967  recipient  of  Al- 
fred A.  Cunningham  Award  as  “Ma- 
rine Aviator  of  the  Year.”  Awarded 
two  Silver  Star  Medals  and  Distin- 
guished Flying  Cross  for  service  in 
Vietnam,  Maj.  Guinee  received  award 
during  annual  reunion  of  First  Marine 
Aviation  Force  Association,  Oct.  28. 
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Background  for  Commanders 


ASIAN  PERSPECTIVES’ 


Our  European  friends,  who  see  nothing  anomalous  in 
the  presence  of  six  American  divisions  in  Germany,  some- 
times raise  their  eyebrows  at  our  involvement  in  the 
defense  of  a pluralistic  Asia.  Since  their  own  perspectives 
proceed,  like  everyone  else’s,  from  their  own  historical 
experience,  they  see  us — these  erstwhile  heirs  of  ancient 
Rome — mounting  a sort  of  imperial  guard  on  the  remotest 
marches  of  the  civilized  world.  Pax  Americana  in  Asia 
is  fine  as  long  as  it  lasts,  they  say,  but  they  have  three 
objections:  First,  it  distracts  us  from  the  only  thing  that 
matters,  namely,  the  defense  of  Europe  and  the  organiza- 
tion of  a detente  with  the  Soviet  Union;  second,  it  must 
be  frightfully  expensive;  and  third,  it  is  dangerous,  since 
it  must  lead  to  a confrontation  with  Communist  China. 

Objections  Dismissed 

The  first  of  these  objections  we  can  dismiss  out  of 
hand,  since  we  have  continued  to  be  quite  as  actively 
engaged  in  the  defense  of  the  Atlantic  Treaty  area,  and 
in  working  toward  better  relations  with  the  Soviet  Union, 
as  the  Europeans  have  been  themselves. 

As  for  the  other  objections,  life  is  indeed  expensive  in 
1967,  but  since  we  still  find  ourselves  compelled  to  live, 
and  to  live  in  freedom,  we  must  contrive  to  do  so  as 
best  we  can.  Is  there  an  alternative  policy  which  promises 
to  achieve  our  ends  at  less  cost  and  less  risk?  The  odd 
thing  is  that  in  all  the  welter  of  debate  over  our  Asian 
policy  in  recent  years  such  an  alternative  has,  to  say  the 
least,  scarcely  become  apparent,  either  in  Europe  or  the 
United  States. 

This  is  not  to  dismiss  as  frivolous  the  dismay  which  has 
been  and  continues  to  be  expressed  at  the  war  in  Vietnam. 
We  understand  and  share  it;  and  our  concern  is  to  bring 
the  war  to  an  honorable  end  as  quickly  as  we  can.  There 
has  also  been  criticism,  both  pertinent  and  impertinent, 
of  our  tactics;  and  there  has  been  general  frustration 
over  the  slow  pace  of  operations  and  the  intractability  of 
the  enemy.  Question  has  been  raised  as  to  whether,  with 
a better  grasp  of  Vietnamese  realities,  we  could  or  should 
have  avoided  combat  on  a terrain  which  offered  the  Com- 
munists so  many  advantages.  In  short,  brilliant  hindsight 
has  been  copiously  brought  to  bear.  Nevertheless,  although 
I believe  that  I have  been  reasonably  attentive  to  the 
debate,  I have  heard  little  or  nothing  which  cogently 
challenges  the  central  propositions  of  our  Asian  program. 

Central  Propositions  of  U.S.  Asian  Policy 

What  are  these  propositions?  I would  hold  these  to 
be  fundamental: 

First,  that  we  are  geographically  and  historically  a Pa- 
cific power,  with  a vital  interest  in  the  independence  and 
peaceful  development  of  the  Asian  nations.  This  implies, 
of  course,  that  we  have  an  equally  vital  interest  in  pre- 
venting the  domination  of  the  area  by  a hostile  power 
which — for  whatever  ideological  or  other  reasons — might 


seek  to  organize  the  human  and  physical  resources  of 
Asia  against  us. 

Second,  that  social  and  economic  modernization  can 
occur  in  underdeveloped  societies  under  more  rewarding 
and  less  destructive  auspices  than  the  Maoist  formula  of 
the  “war  of  national  liberation”  and  that  we  have  an  in- 
terest in  demonstrating  that  the  Maoist  formula  is  not,  in 
any  event,  an  infallible  road  to  power. 

Third,  that  our  situation  in  the  world  imposes  extraordi- 
nary responsibilities  upon  us,  particularly  with  respect  to 
the  preservation  of  mankind  from  nuclear  warfare.  In 
Asia,  as  elsewhere,  this  means  that  people  must  come  to 
expect,  as  a matter  of  course,  that  we  will  honor  our  com- 
mitments and  keep  our  word,  however  onerous  the  cost 
may  seem  in  a purely  local  context. 

Finally,  our  problem  in  Asia  is  not  that  the  course  we 
are  pursuing  may  lead  us  into  conflict  with  mainland 
China.  That  conflict  exists,  and  our  present  concern  is 
how  best  to  reduce,  contain,  and  finally  end  it.  In  other 
words,  our  problem  is  so  to  manage  our  conflict  with 
mainland  China  that  the  chances  of  a world  conflagration 
can  be  minimized  and  the  possibilities  of  peaceful  devel- 
opment for  China  herself,  as  well  as  for  the  nations 
which  must  live  on  China’s  periphery,  can  be  preserved. 
To  be  sure,  no  policy  can  absolutely  guarantee  success, 
but  there  is  nothing  in  our  20th  century  experience  to  sug- 
gest that  allowing  Communist  China  to  bully,  blackmail, 
and  subvert  her  neighbors  with  impunity  will  in  the  long 
run  guarantee  peace  in  the  area  or  hasten  the  day  when 
the  Chinese  Communist  government  will  be  ready  and 
willing  to  abandon  its  paranoid  fantasies  and  assume  a 
peaceful  posture  in  the  world.  Our  own  interest,  of 
course,  is  that  this  day  should  come  as  quickly  as  possible. 

The  Subcontinent  of  Asia 

My  Asian  perspectives  have  somehow  stopped  short  of 
the  Indian  subcontinent.  This  is  not  to  suggest  that  we 
are  interested  only  in  the  Asia  which  faces  us  directly 
across  the  Pacific  or  that  the  rivalries  of  the  Indians  and 
the  Pakistanis — and  their  immemorial  miseries — are  of  no 
concern  to  us.  But  it  does  suggest  another  sort  of  per- 
spective. Even  American  resources  are  not  sufficient  for 
the  task  which  challenges  the  entire  developed  world  in 
the  subcontinent:  the  task,  that  is,  of  helping  the  people 
of  that  area  dispel  the  constant  menace  of  famine  and 
build  an  economy  which  can  sustain  human  life  at  a truly 
human  level. 

Asia  has  many  such  problems,  and  of  course  their  solu- 
tion cannot  wait  upon  the  peace.  But  if  we  address  our- 
selves to  them  now,  and  together,  we  may  hasten  the  day 
when  peace  will  come. 


* Excerpts  from  a recent  address  by  Harold  Kaplan, 
Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  Public  Affairs. 
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CAPTURED  WEAPON  CHECK-OUT— Lt.  Gen.  Edgar  C.  Doleman,  Deputy 
Commander-in-Chief,  U.S.  Army  Pacific,  tires  a Chinese  Communist-made 
AK-47  captured  in  South  Vietnam,  as  SSgt.  David  W.  Higgins  and  Maj.  Gen. 
John  M.  Finn,  U.S.  Army  Ryukyu  Islands  Deputy  Commanding  General,  observe. 
Gen.  Dolemen  toured  Camp  Hardy,  Okinawa,  and  was  briefed  on  Army’s  Special 
Action  Force  Asia. 


Air  Force  Promotes  16  to  Major  General 


Air  Force  has  announced  the  retire- 
ment of  Brig.  Gen.  Edwin  S.  Chick- 
ering  and  the  promotion  of  16  other 
officers  to  general  grades,  all  effective 
Nov.  1. 

General  Chickering,  assistant  to  the 
U.S.  Representative,  Military  Com- 
mittee, NATO,  in  Washington,  has  re- 
tired after  more  than  32  years  mili- 
tary service. 

Assuming  the  grade  of  major  gen- 
eral were: 

David  C.  Jones,  Deputy  Chief  of 
Staff,  Operations,  USAFE,  Lindsey 
AS,  Germany;  William  B.  Martensen, 
Commander,  1st  Strategic  Aerospace 
Div.,  Vandenberg  AFB,  Calif.;  Guy 
H.  Goddard,  Deputy  Director  for 
Construction,  AF  Programs  and  Re- 
sources, Washington;  Paul  K.  Carlton, 
Assistant  Deputy  Chief  of  Staff, 
Operations,  SAC,  Offutt  AFB,  Neb.; 
George  M.  Johnson,  Deputy  Chief  of 
Staff,  Materiel,  USAFE,  and  Joseph 
R.  DeLuca,  Director  of  Supply,  AFLC, 
Wright- Patterson  AFB,  Ohio. 

Assuming  the  grade  of  brigadier 


general  Were:  Leo  C.  Lewis,  Director, 
Command  and  Control,  SAC  Opera- 
tions, Offutt  AFB;  Earl  W.  Brannon 
Jr.,  Commander,  David  Grant  Hospi- 
tal, Travis  AFB,  Calif.;  Augustus  A. 
Riemondy,  Director  Materiel  Manage- 
ment, Ogden  Air  Materiel  Area,  Hill 
AFB,  Utah;  Douglas  T.  Nelson,  Com- 
mander, 14th  Strategic  Aerospace 
Div.,  Beale  AFB,  Calif.;  David  S. 
Chamberlain,  Deputy  Chief  of  Staff, 
Civil  Engineering,  TAC,  Langley 
AFB,  Va.;  Archie  S.  Mayes,  Deputy 
Chief  of  Staff,  Civil  Engineering, 
PACAF,  Hickam  AFB,  Hawaii;  Rob- 
ert A.  Duffy,  Deputy  for  Reentry 
Systems,  Space  and  Missile  Systems 
Organization,  Norton  AFB,  Calif.; 
Leslie  W.  Bray  Jr.,  Assistant  Director 
of  Plans  for  Joint  and  National 
Security  Council  Matters,  Air  Force 
Plans  and  Operations,  Washington; 
McLean  W.  Elliott,  Assistant  Director, 
Ranges  and  Space  Ground  Support, 
Director  of  Defense  Research  and 
Engineering,  Washington,  and  Earl 
L.  Johnson,  Commander,  823rd  Air 
Div.,  Homestead  AFB,  Fla. 
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198th  Light  Inf.  Brigade 
Joins  Americal  Div.  in  RVN 

The  198th  Light  Infantry  Brigade 
has  joined  the  Americal  Division  in 
Vietnam’s  southern  I Corps  area. 

The  addition  of  the  brigade  in- 
creases the  division’s  strength  by 
about  4,100. 

Formation  of  the  Americal  Divi- 
sion, announced  in  August,  brings  to 
six  the  number  of  Army  combat  divi- 
sions in  Vietnam. 

The  198th  was  activated  at  Fort 
Hood,  Tex.,  in  May,  and  the  troops 
completed  their  Vietnam-oriented 
training  in  early  October. 

Air  Force  Medical  Service 
Adopts  Improved  Uniform 

An  improved  uniform  has  been 
adopted  by  the  Air  Force  Medical 
Service  for  use  by  male  medical  tech- 
nicians, male  nurses  and  male  medical 
specialists. 

The  new  short-sleeved,  white  poplin 
shirt  will  be  worn  in  lieu  of  the 
medical  attendant’s  smock. 

The  shirt,  to  be  worn  in  the  per- 
formance of  normal  duties,  is  fab- 
ricated from  a lightweight  material 
completely  compatible  with  the  au- 
thorized white  trousers. 

Replacement  cost  for  the  white 
shirt  is  $1.77  compared  to  $4.20  for 
the  smock. 

Army  Offers  New  Option 
On  Overseas  Reenlistment 

Army  enlisted  personnel  returning 
from  overseas  now  have  a CONUS 
station-of-choiee  reenlistment  option. 

The  new  policy  is  for  those  who 
have  completed  a normal  overseas 
tour  and  who  reenlist  in  the  Regular 
Army.  The  option  is  for  a 12  months’ 
stabilized  tour  of  duty  at  the  station 
of  choice  provided  a requirement 
exists  within  current  priorities. 

All  enlisted  personnel — with  certain 
exceptions  — in  grades  E-l  through 
E-6  serving  anywhere  overseas  and 
E-l  through  E-9  serving  in  Vietnam 
may  select  this  option. 
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